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From this list it may be seen that we found the plant most exten- 
sively cultivated in the region about Iquitos (100 meters altitude). 
Many of the plantations contained several thousand trees. Yurima- 
guas, on the Huallaga River, a few miles above its mouth, is also a 
center of cultivation. Doubtless this is also the plant used by the 
natives of eastern Ecuador. Our stops in Brazil were few, but we found 
Lonchocarpus nicou, both in the forest and in cultivation, at Manaos 
and Gurupa, and in cultivation at Para. In material recently lent us 
through the courtesy of the Director of the Royal Botanic Gardens, 
Kew, England, there is a specimen of a cultivated fish poison from 
Demerara, British Guiana, that clearly is Lonchocarpus nicou . 

A more detailed account of South American fish poisons, including 
descriptions of the native method of use, is in preparation for future 
publication. At present it seems advisable to mention two other 
plants, the roots of which serve for poisoning fish. 

Along the south bank of the Rio Negro above Manaos we found a 
large plantation of a second species of Lonchocarpus , L. floribundus 
( Killip & Smith 30041). This was a low shrub, 1 to 1.5 meters high, 
in fine flower and fruit. The roots were of a softer, more porous tex- 
ture than those of Lonchocarpus nicou , but were said to be quite as 
effective as a fish poison. Samples of these are being analyzed. 

At Gurupa, a settlement on the lower Amazon River at the mouth 
of the Rio Xingu, several plants of a third species of Lonchocarpus 
were obtained, the roots of which were reported as a fish poison even 
more effective than Lonchocarpus nicou , which also is grown in that 
vicinity. This exceptionally powerful plant had been identified 9 
by Dr. Adolfo Ducke, the Director of the Museu Nacional of Rio de 
Janeiro as Lonchocarpus nicou. Although at the time of our visit, Nov- 
ember, the plant was neither in flower nor in fruit, excellent flowering 
and fruiting material has generously been deposited in the U. S. 
National Herbarium by Dr. Ducke. Comparison of this with Aub- 
let’s description and illustration of Lonchocarpus nicou leads us to the 
conclusion that it represents a distinct species. In this Gurupa 
plant the leaflets have short tips, not over 1 cm. long, and the fruit is 
broadly ovate to oblong-ovate; whereas, as already noted, the leaflets 
of Lonchocarpus nicou are long-acuminate (tip 2 to 4 cm. long) and the 
fruit, as shown in Aublet’s illustration, is linear-oblong. 

The Gurupa plant may be known as : 

9 Archiv. Jard. Bot. Rio de Janeiro 4: 88, 89, 139. 1925. 
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Fig. 4. Lonchocarpus urucu (type specimen, i natural size). 




